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BRIERLEY  HILL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1963 


To  The  Chairman  Ano  Members  oe  the 
Urban  District  Councii,  of  Brierley  Hill. 


Mr.  Cliairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

I liave  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  rejiort  for  the  year  1963. 

I have  to  report  that  the  general  health  of  the  population  has  been  main- 
tained at  a satisfactory  level  throughout  the  year  and  that  there  have  been  no 
major  outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases  or  other  oeeurrences  of  public  health 
interest. 

On  reviewing  1963,  two  factors  are,  in  my  opinion,  outstanding  in  the 
Urban  District  of  Brierley  Hill,  both  of  which  have  caused  concern  not  only 
in  my  capacity  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  but  also  in  my  capacity  as  Area 
Medical  Officer  to  the  Staffordshire  County  Council. 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  drawn  to  some  matters  concerning  the 
welfare  of  the  aged  and  the  apparent  ease  with  which  their  circumstances  can 
so  deteriorate  as  to  endanger  their  very  lives.  It  would  seem  that  whilst  doctors, 
nurses,  welfare  departments,  and  other  interested  bodies,  give  generously  of 
their  time  and  effort,  the  real  stumbling  block  is  lack  of  information  or,  al- 
ternatively. information  given  far  too  late  to  be  of  any  useful  purpose  at  all. 

I do  not  know  the  real  answer  to  this,  but  am  aware  that  in  these  days 
there  seems  to  be  a general  lack  of  real,  personal,  and  intimate  consideration 
for  the  aged.  Idtigation  is  useless,  as  I have  shown  in  this  section  of  my  annual 
report,  and  surely  it  is  far  more  preferable  never  to  arrive  at  the  point  of 
evoking  such  drastic  measures  as  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act. 
The  real  answer,  surely,  lies  in  everyone  of  us  being  “actively”  concerned  in 
the  welfare  of  the  aged,  and  that  the  term  “welfare”  in  this  sense  is  used  as 
an  all-embracing  term. 

It  is  hoped,  therefore,  that  as  the  years  progress  and  the  size  of  this 
problem  increases,  the  general  public  will  finally  realise  and  agree  the  extent 
of  the  problem  of  the  aged,  and  will  further  become  aware  that  they  themselves, 
as  well  as  officials  and  corporate  bodies,  arc  responsible  in  this  direction. 


'I'hc  sec-oiul  i'actor  which  lias  occurred  in  concerns  the  maintenance  ol' 
the  prineiples  of  satisfactory  liypiene.  both  personal  and  otherwise,  in  tlie 
handlinjT  of  food. 

.Vltlu)n*i;h  the  notilications  of  food  poisoning  were  low,  throughout  the  year 
the  attention  of  traders  and  food  handlers  has  been  repeatedly'  drawn  to  various 
contraventions  of  the  regulations  governing  food  hygiene.  The  maintenance  ol 
satisfactory  standards  in  this  respect  is  all-imiiortant.  If  we  are  not  to  return 
to  the  days  of  .‘30  or  40  years  ago  when  outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases  could 
be  attributable  directly  to  unsatisfactory  hygiene  in  the  handling,  preparation 
and  distribution  of  food,  then  all  individuals  concerned  in  such  matters  must 
of  their  own  accord  review  the  arrangements  not  only  to  conpily  with  the 
staiulards  laid  down  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  .Vet  1055  ct  al.  but  must  also  take 
upon  themselves  a certain  measure  of  responsibility  in  secang  that  these  standards 
are  kept  up-to-date  and  that  advice  is  sought  where  dillicult  technical  cpiestions 
arise. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  in  a number  of  instances  the  informal  eo-operation 
of  certain  individuals  or  bodies  has  been  obtained.  There  are  many  instances, 
however,  in  the  Urban  District  where  it  has  been  forcibly  pointecl  out  to  the 
individual  or  persons  concerned  that  not  only  was  there  a contravention  of  the 
appropriate  laws,  but  these  contraventions  could,  if  allowed  to  continue, 
seriously  endanger  public  health. 

Food  poisoning  continues  to  be  a very  frccjucutly  notified  disease,  and  I 
am  (piite  sure  that  a lot  of  food  jjoisoning  goes  undetected  or.  at  least,  never 
occupies  the  attention  of  the  medical  profession.  It  is  this  undetected  portion 
of  obvious  lapses  in  hygiene  that  is  a serious  factor,  and  one  which  can  only 
be  improved  by  continually  drawing  the  attention  of  the  public  at  large  to  the 
serious  dangers  of  poor  food  hygiene. 

In  respect  of  infectious  diseases  generally,  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  there 
were  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  in  the  Urban  District  in  1903,  and  that  this 
situation  has  been  maintained  in  certain  Local  Authorities.  Figures  for  the 
acceptance  of  poliomyelitis  vaccine  within  the  Urban  District  are  highly 
satisfactory. 

I have  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  IMendjers  of  the  Council  and  the  Public 
Health  Committee  for  their  co-operation  and  understanding  during  the  year. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for 
their  willing  help  and  assistance  during  the  year,  often  at  very  little  notice  or 
warning.  Stalling  dillieultics  have  beset  the  department  from  time  to  time  but 
lun  e not  materially  interfered  with  the  progress  of  the  work  being  done. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  ser\  ant. 


PFTFR  .1.  C.  ^VALKEH. 

Medical  O fficer  of  Health 
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SECTION  A 
VITAL  STATISTICS 


l{of>i.str:ir-(K‘iu'riirs  estimate*  ol'  population  (mie 

I'.Hi;}) 

.58,550 

Area,  (in  acres)  . . 

5,851 

Hateable  ^'alne  . . 

• 

. . £ 

2.520,671 

Snni  represented  by  Penny  Pate  1 t 

£l  0,265 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics: 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Live  Births:  Legitimate 

. . 1 00-2 

578 

514 

Illegitimate 

;i:5 

16 

17 

1125 

594 

53 1 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

Standardized  Birth  Rate 

10.21 

0.S9 

17.00 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Still  Births:  Legitimate 

10 

6 

4 

Illegitimate 

1 

- 

1 

11 

6 

5 

Rate  per  1,000  (Live  and  Still  Births) 
Rate  per  1,000  population  (Still  Births) 

9.G8 

0.19 

Total 

IMales 

Females 

Deaths 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

Standardized  Death  Rate 

583 

9 . 96 

1 . 30 

12.94 

320 

263 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

All  Infants  per  1,000  lave  Births 

21 

18.67 

I.egitimate  Infants  per  1.000  I.egitimate  Births 

20 

18.31 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate 

Births 

1 

30.30 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)  . . 

1 

Deaths  from  ('aneer  (all  ages) 

05 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

T • 

5 

Analysis  of  Vital  Statistics: 

Births 

'I'lu'  Standiinli/cd  Mirth  Mate  of  I7.()!>  compares  with  17.42  for  last  year. 


Deaths 


'rite  Standardi/ed  death  rate  of  12  ill  is  slightly  hi<>her  than  that  of  1 1 .!)() 
for  r.)()2.  'Pile  death  rate  ])er  1.000  home  population  in  Patifland  and  Wales 
is  12.20. 

'Phe  eauscs  of  death  as  per  the  Rcf^istrar-tfenerars  return  arc  appended  in 
'Pahle  I. 


TABLE  1 


Disease 

19(i3 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  . . 

5 

— 

5 

Syphilitic  Disease 

2 

— 

2 

tS'hoopirif;  Cough 

— 

1 

1 

Measles  . . 

— 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Stomacli 

H 

5 

18 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Lung,  Rronclius 

2(i 

— 

20 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Breast.  . 

1 

14 

15 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Uterus 

— 

4 

4 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

28 

13 

30 

Leukaemia,  .Meukaemia 

I 

1 

Diabetes 

2 

4 

0 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

84 

80 

70 

Coronary  Disease — Angina 

50 

41 

97 

Hypertension  witli  Heart  Disease 

5 

!) 

14 

Other  Heart  Disease 

21 

2!» 

50 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

1 1 

14 

25 

Influenza 

- - ’ 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

15 

10 

25 

Bronchitis 

45 

20 

05 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

5 

4 

9 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

5 

4 

9 

Gastritis,  Enteritis,  and  Diarrlioca  . . 

1 

1 

2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

4 

5 

Hj'perplasia  of  Prostate 

4 

— 

4 

Pregnancy — Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

1 

1 

Congenital  Malformations 

4 

5 

9 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

28 

32 

55 

?»Iotor  Vehicle  Accidents 

7 



7 

All  other  accidents 

11 

7 

IH 

Suicide 

2 

8 

5 

Homicide  and  operations  of  ar 

2 

— 

2 

All  causes 

820 

203 

583 

The  most  frequent  causes  of  death  are  Heart  Disease  (all  forms),  Caneer 
(all  forms),  and  Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions.  These  account  for  326  deaths. 


Population 

'Phe  number  of  births  exceeded  the  number  of  deaths  bv  542. 

» 


•s 


Infantile  Mortality 

The  most  frc(]uent  cause  of  death  in  infaney  was  due  to  eouf^cntial  con- 
ditions resulting  in  death  in  the  hrst  week  of  life.  The  congenital  conditions 
were,  so  far  as  is  known,  not  related  to  the  taking  of  drugs  during  j)rcgnaney 
liable  to  cause  congenital  defect,  e.g.  Thalidomide  nor  due  to  maternal  infection 
during  pregnancy  with  Rubella. 

In  eonjunetion  with  other  lyoeal  Health  Autliorities,  the  County  Council 
is  observing  the  incidence  of  congenital  abnormalities,  and  have  compiled  an 
“At  Risk"  register.  The  trend  of  individual  abnormality  has  not  yet  become 
apparent  because  of  the  small  amount  of  information  contained  in  this  register 
at  the  time  of  this  Report. 


TAHLE  II  (A) 


ft 
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TAHLE  II  (B) 


Year 

No.  af 

Live  Births 

Congenital 

Conditions 

Non- 

CongeniUd 

Conditions 

Total 

Rate  per 
1000  Live 
Births 

1950 

769 

rf 

1 

12 

19 

24.71 

1951 

749 

9 

11 

20 

26 . 70 

1952 

762 

15 

9 

24 

31.51 

1953 

773 

9 

8 

17 

21.99 

1954. 

744 

10 

8 

18 

24.19 

1955 

666 

11 

6 

17 

25 . 53 

1956 

710 

10 

5 

15 

21.13 

1957 

834 

4 

9 

13 

15.59 

1958 

881 

7 

16 

23 

26.10 

1959 

833 

4 

13 

17 

20.41 

1960 

917 

5 

10 

15 

16.36 

1961 

956 

5 

10 

15 

15.69 

1962 

1065 

s 

9 

17 

15.96 

1963 

1125 

8 

13 

21 

18.67 

Maternal  Mortality 


No  maternal  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year. 

SECTION  B 


Diphtheria  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  has  been  reported  during  the  year. 

Immunisation  against  this  disease  is  performed  routinely  by  family  doctors 
in  the  area,  and  also  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  School  Clinics  of  the  Count\- 
Council.  School  entrants  are  also  immunised  by  arrangements  with  the 
Staffordshire  County  Council  I>oeal  Health  Authority. 


Smallpox : 

Appended  below  is  a table  showing  the  nundier  of  vaccinations  performed 
within  the  district  as  a percentage  of  live  births. 


TABLE  III 


Y ear 

Live  Births 

Vaccinations 

% of  Live  Births 

1954 

744 

117 

15.72 

1955 

666 

109 

16.36 

1956 

710 

165 

23 . 24 

1957 

834 

225 

26 . 98 

1958 

881 

345 

39.16 

1959 

833 

325 

39 . 02 

1960 

917 

418 

45 . 58 

1961 

956 

454 

47.49 

1 962 

1 065 

519 

48 . 73 

1 963 

1125 

360 

32.00 

Tuberculosis; 


IS  notilications  ware  racaiva!!  as  aomparad  with  lor  tha  previous  year: 
tlian'  ware  5 daatlts. 

Appended  l)alow  is  tlu'  state  ot  tha  Tuharaulosis  register  at  tlia  present 
moment,  together  witli  a table  showing  age  and  sev  distribution  ot  new  eases, 
deaths  and  reeoverv.  trom  Tuberculosis  during  llXiS. 

I also  append  a set  of  comparative  tables  showing  the  total  notilications 
of  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  last  ‘io-years. 

The  notilieation  rate  of  tuberculosis  again  shows  the  usual  distribution  in 
early  adult  life  and  in  aged  people.  It  is  pleasing  to  note,  however,  that  the 
number  of  notitieations  is  approximately  half  of  those  which  oeeurred  in  1962. 
and  for  the  first  time  in  the  Urban  District’s  history  has  been  below  20  per 
anmim. 


TADI.E  T\^ 

TUBERCULOSIS  REOISTER 


MALES 

FE]\j 

lALES 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Number  of  Tuberculosis 
cases  on  Register  at 
the  1st  .January,  196,3 

282 

45 

246 

5H 

631 

New  Notifications 

11 

:5 

16 

Number  restored  to 
Register  having  been 
previously  removed 

Inward  Transfers 

1 

— 

-- 

Cases  brought  to  notice 
otherwise  than  by  for- 
mal notification 

1 

1 

Number  removed  from 
Register  during  1963 

27 

14 

41 

Number  on  Register  at 
31st  December,  1963 

268 

45 

2.35 

60 

608 

AGE  AND  SEX  DISTRIBUTION  OF  NEW  CASES,  DEATHS,  and  RECOVERY,  of  TUBERCULOSIS  DURING  1963 
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s ^ 

i s 

9 o 

Females 

Xon- 

Pul- 

monary 

1 

1 

' 

1 

i 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Pul- 

monary 

1 

1 

O'! 

1 

' 

71 

s ^ 

y 5) 

^ <u 

Males 

Non- 

Pul- 

monary 

' 

' 

1 

■ 

' 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Pul- 

monary 

1 

' 

' 

- 

1' 

- 

•f 

1 

£ ^ 
o 

2 ^ 

C T3 

o 

0) 

O g _ 

Females 

Non- 

Pul- 

monary 

' 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 Pul- 

monary 

' 

1 

' 

' 

1 

' 

1 

1 

1 

E-o 

Si  i- 

s-s 

rt'Go 

^5S 

Males 

Non- 

Pul- 

monary 

1 

' 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Pul- 

monary 

i 

1 

' 

1 

1 

- 

71 

71 

o 

<D 

c/3 

rt 

U 

Females 

Non- 

Pul- 

monary 

1 

1 

' 

' 

1 

1 

j Pul- 

monary 

1 

1 

1-^ 

l-H 

' 

1 

' 

' 

cc 

? 

(U 

Males 

Non- 

Pul- 

monary 

I 

1 

1 

i 

1 

' 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Pul- 

monary 

1 

' 

' 

-t 

- 

CC 

CO 

rH 

Years 

rH 

o 

1 

rH 

—25 

—35 

— 45 

—55 

—65 

Over  65  . . 

Total 

C! 


TABLE  VI 

TUBERCULOSIS 
Notifications  for  the  following  Years: 


Year 

I’opiiliitidii 

.Mnle.s 

Kcintilcs 

Total 

I’lilrnonary 

Xoii- 

I’lilinoiiiiry 

I’nlmoiiiiry 

Noii- 

I’lilmoiiary 

1 939 

40,300 

20 

3 

21 

3 

58 

19-1.0 

44,340 

29 

0 

19 

5 

59 

1941 

45,000 

33 

5 

20 

4 

02 

1942 

45,000 

28 

3 

19 

8 

53 

1943 

45,000 

29 

3 

18 

5 

55 

1944 

44,.500 

24 

5 

31 

1 

61 

1945 

44,410 

31 

4 

21 

5 

61 

1940 

40,190 

20 

4 

37 

7 

74 

1947 

47,060 

20 

4 

30 

6 

66 

1948 

48,250 

21 

3 

25 

3 

52 

1949 

48,490 

34 

1 

25 

8 

63 

1950 

48,900 

30 

2 

21 

2 

55 

1951 

48,690 

39 

— 

26 

5 

70 

1952 

48,730 

20 

2 

22 

7 

57 

1953 

48,970 

43 

2 

33 

3 

81 

1954 

49,350 

28 

3 

32 

2 

65 

1955 

49,740 

41 

1 

15 

_ 

57 

1950 

50,280 

29 

19 

— 

48 

1957 

51,180 

15 

— 

10 

3 

34 

1958 

52,000 

19 

2 

19 

1 

41 

1959 

53,280 

27 

1 

10 

3 

47 

1900 

54.500 

27 

— 

20 

2 

49 

1901 

50,010 

:{0 

- 

21 

2 

53 

1962 

57,430 

15 

1 

17 

2 

35 

1903 

58,550 

13 

-- 

3 

2 
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TABLE  Vn 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  for  each  of  the  following  years: 


Year 

Population 

Ma 

les 

Fen 

lales 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Noii- 

I’ulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Xon- 

Pulmonary 

1939 

40,300 

1 

31 

1940 

44,340 

84 

1941 

45,000 

Piiiuivs 

miller  these 

heacliufis  not 

available 

> 

32 

1942 

45,000 

37 

1943 

45,000 

39 

1944 

44,500 

19 

1 

9 

3 

32 

1945 

44,410 

13 

1 

17 

2 

83 

1940 

40,190 

17 

2 

10 

1 

36 

1947 

47,060 

9 

2 

17 

1 

29 

1948 

48,250 

12 

— 

15 

1 

28 

1949 

48,490 

17 

5 

10 

3 

41 

1950 

48,900 

9 

1 

8 

3 

21 

1951 

48,090 

15 

1 

8 

1 

25 

1952 

48,730 

10 

1 

9 

— 

20 

1953 

48,970 

0 

1 

4 

2 

13 

1954 

49,350 

0 

1 

1 

2 

10 

1955 

49,740 

3 

— 

5 



8 

1950 

50,280 

2 

1 

2 

— 

5 

19.57 

51,180 

4 

- - 

2 

— 

6 

1958 

52,000 

2 

I 

— 

— 

3 

1 959 

53,280 

5 

1 

— 

6 

1900 

54,. 560 

3 

— 

2 

— 

5 

1901 

50,010 

5 

— 

— 

5 

1902 

57,430 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 903 

58,550 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

TABLE  VUI 
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Other  Infectious  Diseases 
Measles 

It  is  possible  to  predict  that  will  he  a ‘‘Measles  year." 

Food  Poisoning 

It  is  jdeasing  to  note  that  the  ineidcnec  of  notified  food  poisoninjr  is  <]uite 

low. 


SECTION  C 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

Tlie  County  Council  throuj>li  its  Area  Medical  Ollicer  is  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  the  l’ollo\vin<if  health  services: 

Health  t entres 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Midwifery 

Health  Visiting 

Home  Nursing 

Prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after  care 
Domestic  Help 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 
Ambulance  Service 
Mental  Health  Service 

Close  liaison  between  this  Department  and  the  Area  Health  Ollice  is 
maintained. 

Hospitals 

Administration  of  Hospitals  and  Specialist  Services  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  Hospitals  serving  the  district  are  as  follows: 

Wordsley  Hospital,  Brierley  Hill 
Guest  Hospital,  Dudley. 

Corbett  Hospital,  Amblecote. 

Other  Hospitals  within  easy  reach  are  those  of  Birmingham  and  Wolver- 
hampton. 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  referred  to  Isolation  Hospitals,  e.g.,  Moxley 
Hospital.  Wednesbury  and  Haylej^  Green  Hospital,  Halesowen. 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes 

There  are  no  Nursing  Homes  in  the  area.  Maternity  eases  are  admitted  to 
Wordsley  Hospital,  and  to  the  Rosemary  Ednam  Maternity  Home  at  Dudley. 

Tuberculosis 

Sanatoria  are  })rovidcd  at  Prestwood  anti  Himlev.  Cases  of  surgical 
tuberculosis  are  treated  at  Standon  Hall  and  The  Woodlands. 

Disper.saries  are  situated  at  Dudley  and  Wolverhampton. 

Post  Mortem  Room 

bodies  were  admittetl  to  the  Post  Mortem  Rt)om  during  the  year. 


The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows: 

Natural  causes  . . . . ..at 

Asphyxia  . . . . . . 1 

Suicide  . . . . I 

Misadventure..  ..  ..  7 

Open  \’erdict  (Coroner)  . . . . '1 

-Mummilication  . . . . . . 1 

Caust'  unknown  (out  of  area)  . . 


Laboratory  Facilities 


Tlie  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  eontiiuies  to  ileal  with  the  patho- 
loiiical  and  baeteriolo<jieal  specimens  sent  from  this  area. 

The  chemical  analysis  of  samples  taken  niuler  the  Food  and  Driifis  Act  is 
undertaken  by  the  ('onnty  Analyst,  who  acts  for  the  Urban  District. 

National  Assistance  Act  1947 

I’nder  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  1948  procedures  were 
contemplated  in  no  less  than  14  instances. 

It  will  he  recalled  that  the  lirst  three  months  of  1903  were  characterised 
by  exeejitional  climatic  conditions,  during  which  the  atmospheric  tem|)erature 
remained  at  freezing  point  or  l)clow  for  many  days.  This,  combined  with  the 
dilliculty  of  providing  and  maintaining  the  basic  elements  of  household  life, 
such  as  fuel  and  food,  led  to  a breakdown  in  the  health  of  a number  of  aged 
people  in  the  district.  In  some  instances  they  had  been  reduced  to  a state  of 
pitiful  self-neglect,  such  that  the  compulsory  admission  to  hospital  or  other 
type  of  reception  was  deemed  necessary.  It  is  sad  to  relate  that,  in  a nund)cr 
of  eases  discovered,  these  facts  were  revealed  only  a few  hours  before  death 
intervened.  In  the  remainder  it  was  fortunate  that  after  much  ]:)ersuasiou  they 
were  either  admitted  voluntarily  to  hospitals  or  other  places  of  reception. 

I have  to  thank  several  family  doctors  within  the  district  for  their  co- 
operation. and  also  members  of  the  nursing  staff  of  the  Staffordshire  t'ounty 
Council,  for  the  able  and  willing  help  rendered  by  them  in  this  dillicult  problem 
by  persuading  these  old  people  that  they  could  no  longer  live  for  th.c  time  being 
in  the  apjjalling  state  of  circumstances  in  which  they  were  found.  Delays  were 
inevitable,  however,  due  to  abnormal  pressure  on  hospital  beds  and  other  tyjie 
of  accommodation  which  was  prevalent  at  this  time. 

As  a result  of  either  death  or  voluntary  admission  to  hospital,  completion 
of  the  ])roccdure  under  the  above  Act  was  not  deemed  necessary. 

It  is  a sad  redection  on  the  degree  of  social  awareness  prevalent  today, 
that  in  1963  elderly  people  could  be  allowed  to  deteriorate  to  the  appalling 
state  that  I have  found  some  of  them  to  be  li\'ing  in.  and  it  is  sincerely  hoped 
that  as  the  years  pass  there  is  a real  and  permanent  awakening  of  the  consciences 
not  only  of  those  in  higher  authority  but  also  of  the  public  at  large  in  respect 
of  the  plight  of  the  elderly  person  living  alone. 

It  is  (juite  true  to  say  that  in  90%  of  these  cases,  iid'ormation  was  received 
far  too  late  to  be  of  any  use  at  all,  and  in  the  remainder,  increasing  deterioration 
in  their  circumstances  at  last  [)crsuadcd  them  that  admission  to  hospital  was 
for  their  own  good — a sorry  state  of  affairs  indeed. 
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SECTION  D 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 

Water  Supply 

The  District  is  served  by  two  Companies.  The  North  West  Worcestershire 
Water  Board  supply  3,850  houses  at  Wordsley,  while  the  rest  of  the  area  is 
served  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Board.  In  both  cases  the  supply 
comes  from  deep  wells  and  bore-holes  in  the  new  red  sandstone  to  depths 
varjdng  from  200  feet  to  500  feet.  The  water  is  examined  regularly  and  has 
continued  to  be  of  a high  standard  of  purity. 

The  following  are  typical  analyses: 


North  West  Worcestershire  Water  Board 


Bacteriological  Examination : 

Coli  Aerogenes  Content  (presumptive  coli)  after 

48-hours  incubation  at  37  deg.  (’ent.  . . Nil  per  100  ml. 


Chem  ical  Exam  i nation : 
pH  Value 

Total  solid  matter  dried  at  212  deg.  F. 

B'ree  and  Saline  Ammonia  . . 

Albuminoid 

Nitric  Nitrogen 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4-hours  at  80  deg. 

Appearance 

Metallic  Contamination 


6.9 

Parts  per  million 
550.0 
0 048 
0 . 028 
16.70 
57.0 
0.21 

Clear  and  colourless 
Nil 


South  Staffordshire  ^VATER  Board 


Bacteriological  Exam  ination: 

Coli  Aerogenes  Content  (presumptive  coli)  after 

48-hours  incubation  at  37  deg.  Cent.  . . Nil  per  100  ml. 


Chem  ical  Exam  ination  : 
pH  Value 

Total  solid  matter  dried  at  212  deg.  F. 
Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  . . 

Albuminoid 

Nitric  Nitrogen 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4-hours  at  80-degs.  F. 

.\ppearance  . . 

Metallic  Contamination 


6.9 

Parts  per  million. 
370.0 
0.012 
0 . 008 
7 . 50 
46.0 
0.13 

Clear  and  colourless 
Nil 


Public  Cleansing 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  is  also  the  Cleansing  Superintendent 
and  details  of  the  work  carried  out  will  be  found  in  his  report. 
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SECTION  E 

HOUSING 

As  mentioned  in  my  previous  annual  report  activ^e  co-operation,  in  the 
housing  and  rehousing  of  individuals  in  the  Urban  District,  has  been  maintained 
between  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the  Housing  Welfare  Department. 
I am  obliged  to  the  Housing  Welfare  & Tenancies  OfReer  for  her  statement  of 
the  situation  in  regard  to  the  “Medical  Priority  Grade  liehousing  Scheme  ' for 
the  period  January /December,  1963. 


Priority  Grades 


A 

n 

C 

I) 

K 

Total  recommended 

11 

26 

12 

1 

4 

Re-housed,  etc. 

9 

12 

6 

— 

3 

Outstanding 

2 

14 

6 

1 

1 

I am  further  obliged  to  the  .\rehiteet  and  Housing  Director  for  a rexicw 
of  the  housing  position  for  the  year  ended  April  30th.  1964.. 

Hoiises  completed  during  the  year  . . . . . . . . . . 201 

Houses  and  Flats  under  Contract  but  not  completed,  with  a further 
8 Bungalows  awaiting  Ministry  approval  . . . . . . . . 503 

Temporary  Bungalows  are  being  demolished  and  should  shortly  be 
replaced  by  permanent  dwellings 

Other  Schemes 

Hawbush  Community  Centre — In  building  . . 

Kingswinford  ..  ..  — .. 

Pcnsnett 

The  Thorns  Road  Scheme  (Quarry  Bank)  for  aged  persons  is  nearing 
completion  and  this  will  provide  a Communal  Room,  Warden’s 
Quarters  and  a Call  System  for  the  Warden  linking  1*2  new  bunga- 
lows and  8 Pre-War  bungalows 


(5*2!)  houses  were  completed  in  1 !)(i.'5  and  1 .1(51  vv(‘re  in  eonrs<‘  ol'  const  rnetion 
at  the  end  of  tin*  year:  tlu'  })reakdown  of  tliesc  (inures  is: 


('onneil  houses  completed  . . 

Private  houses  completed  . . 

t'ouneil  liouses  under  construction 
Private  houses  under  eonstruetion 

Total  Post-War  Council  houses  . . 
Total  Post-^Var  Private  houses  . . 


1 !)(53 

Total 

1 96*2  Total 

\ 

1 

Inc. 

over 

1 96*2 

*201 

1*20 

4*28 

6*29 

59*2  71*2 

.503 

‘259  j 

658 

1161 

385  644 

517 

3.95*2 

3,751 

4,551 

8,503 

4,1*24  i 7,875 

i 

6*28 

SECTION  F 


VETERINARY  REPORT— LIVE  AND  DEAD  MEAT  INSPECTION 

1963  has  seen  the  introduction  of  important  legislation  affecting  meat 
ins]iection.  On  the  11th  March  the  Swine  Fever  Order  1963  came  into  force 
and  on  the  1st  October  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1963  became  effective. 

The  Swine  Fever  Order  is  important  as  it  is  a move  to  eliminate  from  this 
country  a disease  which  has  caused  severe  losses  each  year  to  certain  types  of 
pig  husbandry.  It  is  now  the  practice,  once  the  disease  is  diagnosed,  to  kill 
and  destroy  the  carcase  of  all  j)igs  on  the  premises,  and  to  pay  compensation 
for  the  animals  which  were  not  apparently  infected  at  the  time  of  slaughter. 
The  eomj)ensation  offered  should  eliminate  the  temptation  which  previously 
existed  to  send  disease  contact  pigs  to  auction  markets,  thereby  causing  a 
widespread  infection  of  other  premises. 

Prior  to  the  11th  March  ineontaet  pigs  were  brought  into  slaughter-houses 
under  a movement  licence  and  even  though  diseased  carcases  were  seized  and 
destroyed,  many  in  the  incubation  period  were  not  apparently  diseased  and 
were,  therefore,  passed  for  use  only  to  help  to  spread  the  disease  via  the  swill 
which  is  fed  to  pigs  and  not  always  sterilised  as  it  should  be. 

Hetween  the  1st  .January  and  the  11th  March  eases  of  Swine  Fever  were 
reported  from  this  factory.  On  the  l*2th  one  ease  was  detected,  but  this  one 
had  been  ii\  transit  before  the  Order  became  effective.  Since  then  no  further 
eases  have  been  detected. 

Hy  the  end  of  the  year  over  *2.50, ()()()  pigs  had  been  killed  on  infected  premises 
and  the  carcases  destroyed,  but  at  the  same  time  the  incidence  of  the  disease 
had  droi)i)ed  from  about  ir)()  reported  eases  each  month  to  one  of  less  than  30. 
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At  present  the  carrier  sow  is  tlie  main  reservoir  ol‘  infection,  and  it  is  hojicd 
tliat  in  about  two  years  from  now  this  source  of  infection  will  have  been  con- 
trolled. It  will  then  be  possible  for  infection  to  be  aecpiired  through  feeding 
unboiled  swill  containing  scraps  of  pig  meat  which  has  been  imported  from 
countries  in  which  the  disease  is  still  endemic. 

The  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1!)()3  were  introduced  to  give  elVeet  to 
the  (lovernmcnt's  iutention  to  ensure  inspection  of  all  home-killed  meat  before 
it  leaves  the  slaughterhouse.  Since  the  ileeentralisation  of  slaughtering  about 
of  meat  was  not  inspected  and  more  was  under-inspected  through  staff 
shortage.  Ry  thc.se  regulations  the  Local  Authority  is  obliged  to  provide  for 
the  inspection  of  all  meat  killed  within  its  area,  and  to  assist  hnaneially  a .scale 
of  ma.ximum  charges  can  be  levied,  but  these  are  not  likely  to  cover  the  cost 
of  inspection  unless  the  number  of  animals  killed  is  substantial. 


There  was  an  overall  drop  in  the  annual  kill  at  the  factory  when  compared 
with  that  of  1962.  The  totals  for  the  two  years  are  as  follows: 


1 962 

1 963 

Relationshi  p 



255,995 

213,371 

42,624 

Cattle 

2,469 

3,115 

-f  646 

Sheep 

13.930 

12.355 

1 .575 

Calves 

9 

120 

- in 

During  the  year  Mr.  H.  B.  MeNaughton  resigned  (28th  February)  and 
Mr.  R.  Welsh  replaced  him  from  the  20th  May. 


To  comply  with  the  starting  arrangements  required  by  the  Meat  Inspection 
Regulations  1963.  an  additional  meat  inspector  and  a trainee  meat  inspector 
commenced  work  on  the  11th  October  and  14th  October  resjiectively.  These 
additional  appointments  enable  the  inspection  and  carcase  stamping  to  be  fully 
carried  out  during  the  holiday  season  and  when  one  person  is  absent  through 
sickne.ss. 

I must  e.xpress  an  appreciation  of  the  efforts  of  the  staff  who  carried  out 
their  duties  efficiently  during  the  very  severe  cold  to  which  they  were  exposed 
during  the  early  part  of  the  year. 


During  the  year  the  following  amounts  of  meat  were  condemned  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption: 


Tons 

Czvts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

1.  From  the  Brierlev  Hill  faetorv: 

Imported  meat 

2 

0 

0 

9 

From  factory  killed  pigs 

162 

6 

3 

12 

From  faetoi’N'  killed  cattle  . . 

5 

10 

3 

IS 

From  faetorv  killed  sheep  . . 

12 

2 

3 

From  factory  killed  eah  es  . . 

— 

■ — 

1 

18 

'I’ota! 

170 

10 

3 

4 

2.  From  the  Birmingham  factories  of  Messrs. 
Marsh  i!t  Baxter  Limitcxl 

37 

14 

2 

24 

22 


*225  animals  arrived  dead  and  a i'urther  05  died  in  lairage.  A post-mortem 
was  made  on  eaeh  and  no  anthrax  was  dcteeted. 


1,200  eases  of  Pies 
14-0  ..  Snet  and  Pastry 

0.070  ..  ..  ^’arious  types  of  Sausages 

147  York  Hams 

1,148  ..  Haeon 

028  bales  of  Ciammons 


exported  to  the  under- 
mentioned destinations 


6,018  Legs  of  Pork 

1 00  Sides  of  Pork 

2,000  Shoulders  of  Pork 

Antigua 

Greece 

Singapore 

Bahamas 

Gibraltar 

Solomon  Is. 

Berlin 

Kuwait 

S.  Africa 

Cyjwus 

Malta 

W.  Germany 

France 

Nassau 

Speeimens  from  all  the  suspeeted  lympho-sareonias  deteeted  at  the  faetory 
are  sent  to  the  Virus  Research  Institute,  Glasgow,  where  the  part  played  by 
viruses  in  the  develoi)nient  of  malignant  growth  is  being  studied.  As  in  previous 
years,  material  has  been  supplied  to  St.  Thomas’  Hospital.  Liverj)ool  University. 
The  Royal  Veterinary  College  at  I.ondon.  and  to  the  Veterinary  Investigation 
Centre  at  ^Volverhampton. 

88  eei’tificates  have  been  sent  to  progressive  pig  owners  giving  details  of 
post-mortem  examinations  made  on  1.105  pigs. 


TABLE  IX 


PIGS — {continue  i) 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
AND  CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT 


I liave  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  for  the  year  1963. 

Reference  to  statfing  shows  that  four  District  Public  Health  Inspectors 
\ acancies  occurred  during  1962/3.  Three  new  Inspectors  were  engaged  and 
one  authorised  Meat  Inspector  came  in  to  relieve  the  District  Inspectors  of 
some  of  this  work.  Lack  of  continuity  of  personnel  inevitably  interferes  with 
ctliciency,  nevertheless,  due  to  the  good  team  work  of  the  technical  and  clerical 
staff  much’ work  was  accomplished.  Thus — 

(1)  Pi’ompt  attention  was  given  to  complaints. 

(2)  A further  Smoke  Control  Area  covering  210.7  acres  and  94-t  premises 
was  declared. 

(3)  153  houses  were  inspected  and  represented  as  unfit. 

(4)  Individual  approaches  were  made  to  landlords  and  tenants  in  a 
selected  area  of  houses  to  encourage  acceptance  of  improvement 
grants  for  bathroom  installations. 

(5)  All  meat  produced  at  local  slaughterhouses  was  inspected. 

(6)  The  refuse  collection  service  maintained  a weekly  collection,  and  took 
the  first  step  in  dustless  loading  by  introducing  a new  vehicle  equi]i- 
ped  with  a Zoller  Shutter  for  loading  hinged  lid  dust  bins. 

It  is  unfortunately  necessary  to  say  that  progress  in  slum  clearance  was 
again  retarded  by  the  lack  of  suiricicnt  dwellings  to  rehouse  the  tenants  from 
unfit  houses,  and  the  number  of  applications  for  improvement  grants  was 
abysmally  lovv.  The  improvement  of  housing  conditions  in  this  Urban  District, 
therefore,  remains  one  of  the  major  problems  to  be  solved. 

I wish  to  acknowledge  the  co-operation  and  assistance  gi\  en  to  me  by  the 
Medical  Olliccr  of  Health  and  the  Chief  Ollieers  of  all  other  departments,  my 
Deputy  and  Chief  Clerk  also  deserve  mention. 

I am  also  grateful  for  the  continued  support  and  interest  of  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 


General  Administration 


Uccordcd  complaints  totalled  588,  of  which  327  concerned  drain  stoppafjcs 
dealt  with  by  the  employee  cnjragcd  for  this  purpose. 


Summary  of  complaints  - 

Drain  stoppages 

Cfcneral  defects  to  houses 

Industrial  nuisances,  noise,  etc. 

.\ccumulations 

Offensive  c>dours 

Overcrowding 

Insect  infestation 

Smoke  nuisances 

Miscellaneous  . . 


327 

154 

14 

30 

26 

3 

8 

10 

16 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 


Re- 

Summary  of  Inspections 

Inspections 

inspections 

Houses 

733 

516 

Hairdressers 

3 

1 

Other  Shops 

3 

1 

Rivers  Pollution 

39 

19 

Public  Conveniences 

13 

. 

Drainage  Inspection/Tests 

144 

22 

Cesspools 

8 

1 

House  and  Trade  Refuse  Collections 

7 

Cleansing 

155 

— 

Swimming  Pool  . . 

32 

■ — 

Piggeries  . . 

17 

2 

Other  Tips 

2 

3 

Offensive  Trades 

2 

Entertainment  Houses  . . 

2 

— 

Equipment  to  prevent  oil  discharge  to  VVordsley  Brook  came  into  opera- 

tion  and  further  machinery  to  stop  kaolin  discharge  was  ordered. 

The  Dingle 

began  to  show  signs  of  recovering  from 
])ollution. 

the  damage  it  has  suffered  by  the 

151  Informal  Notices  were  served  requiring  the  abatement  of  nuisances. 
Non-compliance  with  these  resulted  in  the  service  of  Statutory  Abatement 
Notices  as  follows: 


Section  24 
Section  39 
Section  45 
Section  93 


2 

5 

9 

15 


'riie  f'ollo\vini>'  is  ;i  list  of  fopairs  alfcotcd  in  dwelling  houses: 


Hoofs  repaired  . . . . . . 80 

External  briekwork  repaired  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1!) 

Rainwatei’  pipes  or  gutters  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . 14 

Plasterwork  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . , 12 

Firegrates  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . 14 

^V  indows  repaired  or  renewed.  . . . . . . . . . 28 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Wash  boilers  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

W'^ash-houses  repaired  or  rebuilt  . . . . . . . . 4 

Sinks  renewed  or  repaired  (briekwork)  . . . . . . 4 

Water  closets  repaired,  etc.  . . . . . . . . . . .53 

Obstructed  drains  cleared  . . . . . . . , . . . . 39 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . lo 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 


Domestic  Smoke 

Smoke  Control  Orders  Nos.  12,  13  and  14  came  into  operation  on  the 
1st  September,  1963,  bringing  a further  531 -acres  and  approximately  3,000 
dwellings  existing  or  planned  subject  to  control.  A further  Order,  No.  15 
affecting  parts  of  Wordsley  and  Kingswinford  was  made  covering  210.7  acres 
and  944  houses.  This  Order  is  the  first  one  to  be  affected  by  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Jyoeal  Oovernment  decision  that  higher  grants  should  be  paid 
towards  openable  stoves  designed  to  burn  hard  coke  and  towards  gas  or  electric 
fires  or  storage  heaters.  This  will  further  encourage  better  and  more  con- 
venient house  warming.  It  is  interesting  to  observe  that  there  was  a 20% 
changeover  to  gas  or  electric  heating  when  adaptations  were  completed  in 
Nos.  12  and  13  areas.  This  will  undoubtedly  lead  to  cleaner  air  and  a re- 
duction in  sulphur  dioxide  emissions. 

A total  of  1,974  visits  was  made  to  premises  in  Smoke  Control  Areas  anti 
enquiries  disclosed  no  shortage  of  ojien  fire  smokeless  fuel. 


:n 


'I'hc  following  is  a complete  list  of 

Smoke  t'( 

)ntrol  Orders  nn 

ulc  since  the 

.Vet 

came  into  force: — 

Xo.  (if 

Date  of 

Xo. 

Dencription 

houses 

./  create  ( 'o/ii  oiencement 

1 

Council  Estate 

124 

13.5 

1-  1-60 

o 

Council  Estate 

74 

6.1 

1-  1-60 

8 

Council  Estate 

96 

10.1 

1-  1-60 

4 

Private  Development 

204 

36 . 5 

1-  1-60 

5 

Council  Estate 

207 

34.1 

1-  1-60 

6 

Council  Estate 

80 

13.4 

1-  1-60 

7 

('ouncil  Estate 

178 

33 . 4 

1-1-60 

« 

Private  Development 

374 

52 . 0 

1-10-61 

9 

Private  Development 

550 

103.0 

1-10-61 

10 

Council  Estate 

348 

1 23 . 0 

1-  9-61 

11 

Mixed  Council  and  Private 

Develo])ment  . . 

388 

84.0 

1-10-61 

12 

Private  Development 

496 

136.9 

1-  9-63 

13 

Private  Development 

1251 

273 . 0 

1-  9-63 

14 

Private  Development 

1210 

121  .7 

1-  9-63 

1 5 

Private  Development 

944 

210.7 

1-10-64 

Industrial  Smoke 

Regular  observation  of  industrial  ehimneys  was  continued  to  make  faetor\’ 
managements  aware  of  the  limitations  on  smoke  emissions  imposed  on  them 
by  the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  Regulations.  Warnings  were  neces- 
sary in  some  cases,  but  in  general,  effective  co-operation  was  maintained  by 
industry.  As  in  previous  years,  little  trouble  was  experienced  with  furnaces 
installed  since  1956.  Pressure  continued  to  be  maintained  to  obtain  the  fitting 
of  grit  arresters  on  foundry  cupolas. 

The  problem  of  industries  registered  under  the  Alkali  Act,  however,  still 
remains.  Brickworks  and  Steelworks  come  within  this  category.  The  local 
Ministry  Inspector  under  the  Act  reports  that  brickmaking  is  being  improved 
by  the  adoption  of  mechanical  stokers  and  oil  firing.  Two  firms  have  also  in- 
stalled continuous  tunnel  kilns  which  operate  smokelessly  replacing  many 
smoking  kilns  of  old  fashioned  design.  Also  the  .\rc  steelmaking  furnaces  at 
Brierley  Hill  are  to  be  fitted  with  electrostatic  precipitators  (dust  collection 
apparatus)  during  1964.  and  one  hot  blast  cupola  has  been  provided  with  a 
12()-feet  high  chimney. 

We  cannot  be  content  with  the  ])resent  position,  but  it  must  be  admitted 
that  progress  is  being  made. 

Results  of  the  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  detected  by  the  volumetric  ap- 
paratus and  the  lead  peroxide  candles  are  tabulateel  in  Tables  I and  II.  As 
would  be  expected,  less  smoke  is  recorded  at  Ridge  Road  which  is  in  a .Smoke 
Control  Area. 


CONCENTRATION  OF  SMOKE  AND  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 
BY  VOLUMETRIC  APPARATUS 


All  Kciulinys  in  Micrograniincs  per  eubie  metre. 


SMOKE 

SUIAAIUB  DIOXIDE 

Moiillilfi  Average 

Highest  Dailji 

Moiilhlij  . Iverage 

Highest  Daih/ 

1963 

1 'alae 

tverag 

e 

1 'nine 

iverage 

A 

B 

C 

A 

B 

C 

A 

B 

r 

A 

B 

C 

.lanuarv  . . 

3.){) 

362 

228 

1004 

1210 

867 

293 

276 

203 

767 

744 

497 

February  . . 

254 

292 

185 

678 

812 

538 

244 

223 

172 

878 

.339 

283 

March 

120 

116 

46 

353 

877 

240 

no 

88 

44 

267 

176 

138 

.April 

120 

103 

53 

268 

225 

124 

131 

105 

68 

268 

254 

166 

May 

50 

42 

14 

129 

94 

68 

75 

70 

35 

220 

147 

99 

,Iune 

68 

32 

20 

150 

87 

63 

91 

91 

58 

244 

207 

127 

.July 

38 

25 

12 

80 

70 

36 

49 

73 

35 

84 

1.34 

65 

August 

44 

38 

17 

140 

101 

57 

58 

49 

38 

147 

100 

118 

September 

102 

108 

42 

.351 

300 

143 

108 

72 

77 

195 

147 

149 

October  . . 

88 

99 

36 

262 

270 

131 

94 

93 

70 

20.3 

185 

237 

November 

147 

173 

62 

356 

437 

163 

120 

134 

94 

275 

468 

284 

IDecember 

340 

342 

179 

740 

846 

495 

228 

2.39 

169 

466 

596 

327 

Yearly  .Average  . . 

143 

144 

- 74 

— 

— 

— 

133 

128 

88 

— 

A — Civic  Buildincfs,  Brierley  Hill. 

B — Portway  School,  Kingswinford. 

(’ — Ridge  Road,  Kiiigswinford. 

TABLE  II 

LEAD  PEROXIDE  SO2  RECORDERS 


Results  as  Mg.  of  SOs/Day  eolleeted  by  100  scp  cm. 


1963 

STA  TION  NUM  HER 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

.laimarv".  . 

3.74 

2 . 22 

3 . 43 

3 . 55 

3 . 34 

4.74 

Februarv 

3.17 

3.16 

4.23 

2.87 

3.11 

4 . 28 

Marcli 

2.14 

1 . 90 

1 . 93 

1.96 

1 . 58 

2 . 38 

.April 

1 . SO 

1 . 52 

1.41 

1.70 

1.54 

2 . 44 

Mav 

1.31 

1 . 25 

1 . 02 

1 .31 

0.71 

1 .41 

.June 

1.59 

1.13 

1.30 

1 .09 

1 .40 

2.60 

.July 

0.61 

0.65 

0.54 

0.68 

0 . 50 

0.73 

.August  . . 

0 . 85 

0.70 

0 . 68 

0.54 

0.44 

0.81 

September 

1 .21 

1 .09 

1.10 

1 .00 

0 . 83 

1 . 10 

Oetober  . . 

1 . 23 

1 .18 

1 . 02 

1 .10 

0 . 72 

2 . 05 

November 

1 .68 

1.58 

1.44 

1 .45 

1.16 

2 . 23 

Deeember 

2.84 

2.15 

2 . 52 

2.76 

2 . 35 

4.07 

Yearly  .Average: 

1 963  . . 

1 .84 

1 .54 

1 .71 

1 . 66 

1 .47 

2 .40 

1962  . . 

1.82 

1 .40 

1.58 

1 .67 

1.19 

1.94’ 

Water  Supplies 


vSainpk's  of  tlu'  water  siip]ily  from  tlie  public  mains  were  submitted  for 
analysis  as  follows: 


('hriiiicdl 

'I’lu'  South  Stalfordshire  Waterworks 

t'ompany  . . . . . . . . '2 

North  West  Woreestershirc  Water  Hoartl  .‘5 

Wordsley  Hospital  . . . . •3 


liactei  inlodicnl 


(> 

a 

!) 


Swimming  Pool 

.S!)  sam])les  of  pool  water  were  submitted  for  examination  and  all  proved 
satisfactory  as  did  .‘3  samples  from  a school  swimming  pool. 


Infectious  Disease  Prevention 

245  visits  and  15  revisits  were  made  for  enquiries  in  eoimeetiou  with  eases 
of  infeetious  disease,  the  opportunity  being  taken  to  report  on  the  housing 
eonditions  of  the  families  eoneerned.  Six  houses  were  disinfeeted. 


Verminous  Premises 

175  houses  were  s})rayed  for  the  elimination  of  Ileas.  earwigs,  eoekroaehes, 
ants.  ete. 

The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 

Lieenees  were  operative  for  caravmns  on  the  following  sites: — 

Number, of 


Site  Caravans 

Kingfisher  Caravan  Site.  Wallheath  . . . . . . . . 150 

9.  Caledonia  Road.  Quarry  Baid<  . . . . . . . . 1 

Land  Ambleeote  Road.  Quarry  Bank  . . . . . . .‘3 

“Woodlands.”  Cot  Lane.  Wordsley  . . . . . . . . 1 

S.  Turk  Street.  Brierlcy  Hill  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

I>evel  Street  Brierley  Hill  — Sites  “A”  and  “B”  . . . . 2 

Rear  12.  Delph  Lane.  Brierley  Hill  . . . . . . . . 1 

1 40.  Level  Street.  Brierley  Hill  . . . . . . . . 1 

Rear  109,  Dudley  Road.  Brierley  Hill  . . . . 1 

Land  .Astons  Fold.  Ravensiteh.  Quarry  Bank  . . 1 

Rear  “Ramsey  House.”  Penzer  Street,  Kingswinford  . . 1 

18,  Del))h  Lane,  Brierley  Hill  . . . . 1 

Land  The  Mill.  Turners  Lane.  Brierley  Hill  . . . . . . 1 


184  visits  and  0 revisits  were  made  to  lieensed  sites. 

The  oeeupiers  of  caravans  on  the  unlieensed  site  at  May  View,  Thorns 
Road,  Quarry  Bank  undertook  to  build  permanent  dwellings  for  themselves. 
One  bungalow  was  under  eonstruetion  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Legal  Proceedings 

Two  cases  of  unlicensed  sites  being  operated  resulted  in  lines  of  £5  Os.  Od. 
with  live  guineas  costs  and  an  absolute  discharge  with  fi.*}  7s.  Od.  costs  res- 
pectively. 

N'isits  made  to  nnliceiiscd  sites  totalled  70  and  12  revisits;  many  vans  were 
mo\  cd  on  rccpicst. 


HOUSING 


Summary  of  Inspections 

/ nspections 

lie- 

inspections 

Demolition  Section  17  . . 

92 

131 

(dearance  Areas  . . 

140 

237 

Other  Visits 

160 

10 

Improvement  Grants 

294 

345 

Rent  Act,  1957  

7 

8 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation  . . 

47 

12 

Overcrowding 

3 

— 

Council  Houses  . . 

9 

— 

The  making  of  Clearance  Areas  w'as  resumed  and  104  houses  were  rep- 
resented in  this  way.  Orders  were  also  made  on  49  individual  unfit  houses. 
The  details  appear  in  the  lists  which  follow.  The  continued  shortage  of  houses 
to  let  overshadowed  this  work. 

Section  17 — Demolition  Orders 

Hrierley  Hill 

30,  31,  Buckpool,  Brierley  Hill. 

22,  24,  Pearson  Street,  Brierley  Hill. 

11.  13.  High  Street.  Brierley  Hill. 

KlNG.SWINFORn 

26,  26a,  Water  Street,  Kingswinford. 

108,  110,  Cot  Lane,  Kingswdnford. 

78,  79,  80,  81,  82.  83.  84.  85.  86.  87,  Mount  Pleasant.  Kingswinford. 
WORD.SLEV 

4,  Bells  Lane,  Wordsley. 

46,  48,  50,  Brierley  Hill  Road.  Wordsley. 

7.  8,  9.  10,  11,  Canal  Side  (.Timetion).  Wordsley. 

27,  Camp  Hill.  Wordsley. 

Qi  ARRY  Bank 

30,  East  Street,  Quarry  Bank. 

63,  65,  61>,  71,  Mount  Pleasant.  Quarry  Bank. 

26,  Stour  Hill,  Quarry  Bank. 

245,  247,  Ambleeotc  Road,  Quarry  Bank. 

10,  11,  Mearce  Co])piee,  Quarry  Bank. 


8.". 


FKNSNKrr 

17+a.  174i!,  Commoiisido.  Ponsiu-tt. 

\V  Ai.i.mcAi'ii 

1,  *2,  :5.  k iMivillo  l{()!ul.  \\'alllK'HtlK 

Closinj^  Orders  made  in  lieu  of  Demolition  Orders 

207.  lliirli  Street.  Quarry  Hank. 

2.  Turners  Lane.  Hrierley  Hill. 

0.  t'anal  Side  (Jnnetion),  Wordsley. 

Section  42  (Clearance  Areas) 

Area  Xo. 


74 

too  —100 

(Inelnsiee) 

Wallows  Street,  Hrierley  Hill. 

75 

120  and  121 

7<> 

1 12 

(Inelnsive) 

\dne  Street,  Wordsley. 

1 ! 

128-^137 

• • 

Commonside.  Pensnett. 

7S 

130  - 144 

• • 

.. 

70 

145a.  146.  147 

.. 

<S1 

73  70 

(Odds) 

Hank  Street.  Hrierley  Hill. 

83—87 

.. 

..  ..  ..  .. 

01  101 

.. 

82 

360-372 

( Evens) 

Stourbridge  Road.  Hrierley  Hill 

83 

382  and  386 

.. 

84 

398-412 

(Evens) 

.. 

8.5 

181  189 

(Odds) 

Dudley  Road.  Hrierley  Hill. 

80 

31  41 

(Inelnsive) 

Water  Street.  Kingswinford. 

87 

17  19 

1 9a 

(Inelnsive) 

20  -21 

23 

■■ 

.. 

88 

39—42 

(Inelnsive) 

High  Street.  Kingswinford. 

80 

44  50 

TABLE  III 
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Improvement  Grants 

'I'lu'  luiinlxT  of  house  improvement  grants  apTed  was  10  more  tlian  last 
\ e:ir.  l)ut  the  total  of  55  makes  little  impression  wlien  it  is  realised  that  there 
are  probably  2. 000  ho\ises  elif^il^le  for  j'rant.  Individual  approaehes  to  land- 
lords bronji'ht  little  response.  More  ])ower  to  eompel  improvements  is  needed 
if  reasonable  proj^ress  is  to  be  made.  Only  in  this  way  will  families  be  al)le  to 
be  {I'iven  the  baths  they  need. 

1 963— IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


.Ipjjlicatioiis 

Approved 

Grants  Paid 

Housing  Act,  1949 

Imj)rovement  Grants 

27 

£6,086  2 6 

House  Purchase  & Housing  Act,  1959 
Standard  Improvement  Grants  . . 

28 

£3,737  5 1 

Total 

55 

£9,823  7 7 

RENT  ACT,  1957 

Very  few  applieations  were  reeeived  for  Certifieates  of  Disrepair.  Details 
are  oiven  below: 

FIRST  SCHEDULE 
Vear  ended  31st  December,  1963 

PART  I— APPLICATIONS  FOR  CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR 


(1)  Number  of  applieations  for  certificates  . . 

(2)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates 

(3)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates: 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  . . 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  . . 

(-1)  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under  Paragraph 
of  the  First  Sehedide 

(5)  NumbcrofundertakingsrefusedbyLoeal  Authority  under  proviso 

to  Paragraph  V of  the  First  Schedule  . . 

(6)  Number  of  certificates  issued 


1 

1 

1 

4 

Nil 

'2 


PART  II -APPLICATIONS  FOR  CANCELLATION  OF  CERTIFICATES 

(7)  Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for  cancellation 

of  certificates  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

(8)  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certifieates  . . . . 2 

(9)  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of  tenants’ 

objection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

(10)  Certifieates  eaneelled  by  Local  Authority  . . . . 1 


Overcrowding 


At  tlie  end  of  19(53  there  were  4 known  eases  of  statutory  overerowdino;, 
as  set  out  in  the  following  table: 

Council 
Houses 

At  31st  December,  1962  2 

New  cases 

2 

Cases  abated  ....  ....  ..  . - 

Total  cases  at  31st  December,  1963  2 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

This  is  not  a serious  problem  in  Brierley  Hill,  and  the  few  houses  known 
to  be  multi-occupied  were  not  seriously  overcrowded.  Five  Directions  and  four 
Management  Orders  were  in  force. 

Five  Notices  requiring  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  of  rooms  were  in 
force  under  the  provision  of  Section  90  of  the  Housing  Act.  1957  and  one  house 
owner  was  prosecuted  for  permitting  the  occupation  of  an  attic  which  had  been 
declared  unsuitable.  A fine  of  £5  Os.  Od.  was  imposed  with  five  guineas  costs. 


Private 

Houses  Total 

2 4 


2 4 


4 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 
Composition  and  Labelling  of  Food  and  Drugs. 

121  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst,  all  were  genuine 


except  2 which  were  reported  as  follows 
Sample  Xu. 

3016 — Chopped  Pork.  0.2%  de-  Formal 
hcient  of  its  proper  proportion  of 
meat,  containing  79.2%  of  meat 
and  9,9%  of  fat  instead  of  95°(, 
of  meat. 


3097 — Currants.  Label  sliould  liave  I nformal 

list  of  ingredients,  since  sample 
contains  currants  and  mineral  oil. 

Contains  no  preservative. 


. tel ion  taken 

Representations  ha\e  been  made  to  the 
Importers  of  this  produet  which  is  manu- 
factured in  Yugoslavia.  They  now  state 
that  they  have  asked  the  factory  to  im- 
])rove  the  meat  content  to  comply  with  the 
suggested  standard  of  9.5 °o. 

The  distributors  state  that  the  National 
Dried  Fruit  .\ssoeiation  has  made  rep- 
resentations to  the  Food  Standards  Rranch 
of  the  Ministry  with  a view  to  an  exemption 
being  made  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Labelling  of  Foods  Order  so  that  the 
presence  of  Mineral  Oil  need  not  be  declared. 


ai» 


'I'lie  riill  list  of  articles  analysed  is: 


Almonds (Ground) 

Drinks  Alcoholic: 

Mixed  Spices 

Almond  Flavourinf; 

Mild  Beer 

Parsley  White  Sauce  .Mix 

Aludrox 

Brandy 

Pearl  Sago 

.Vmerioan  Boston  Cream  Fie 

Gin 

Peeled  Tomatoes 

Apples 

Rum 

Pholcodine  I.inctus 

Aspirin 

Whisky 

Pickled  Beetroot 

Barley  Water  Crystals 

Vodka 

Pilchards  in  Tomato 

Bisto 

Epitone 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

Blackcurrant  S\Tup 

Flour  (Wholewheat) 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat  (Danish) 

Bread 

Flour  (Self  Raising) 

Puff  Pastry  Mix 

Butter  (New  Zealand) 

Glace  Cherries 

Ratafia  Essence  Flavour 

Butter  (Danish) 

Glycerine  and  Honey 

Salmon  and  Shrimp  Paste 

Cake  Flour  Mixture 

Gravy  Browning 

.Sausage,  Pork  with  Preservative 

Cheese  (Xew  Zealand) 

Ice  Cream 

Sauce’s  (Various) 

Cheese  (Cheshire,  rindless) 

Ice  Cream  Ready  Mix 

Sodium  Bicarbonate 

Cheese  (Cheddar,  Loose) 

Instant  Coffee 

Suet  (Beef) 

Chest  and  Lunjr  Mixture 

.Jam  (Gollyberry) 

Sweets 

Chlorodyne  B.P.C. 

Lard 

Quick  .Jel 

Chopped  Pork 

Margarine 

Tea 

Christmas  Puddin<>- 

Marzipan 

Therex 

Cough  Syrup 

Milk  of  Magnesia 

Thyme  and  Parsley  Stulling 

Creamed  Sage  Pudding- 

Milk  (Pasteurised) 

Tomato  Piquant 

Cream  of  Magnesia  B.P. 

Milk  (T.T.  Pasteurised) 

Trifle  Pack 

Currants 

Milk  (Channel  Island) 

Vinegar,  Pure  Malt 

Custard  Po-\vder 

Milk  (Sterilised) 

Witch  Hazel  B.P.C. 

Digestive  Sweetmeal  Biscuits 

Mincemeat 

Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958 

Eight  slaughterhouses  are  licensed  and  are  regularly  inspected  to  ensure 
compliance  with  the  Regulations.  The  carcases  and  offals  of  all  animals 
slaughtered  were  inspected  before  release  for  human  consumption. 

N’isits  made  to  slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . . . l.hOtJ 

Number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  . . . . . . . . . . 


K) 


'I'Aiuj':  IV 


Ciitllc 

iiicliuliiifi 

Coivs 

( '(lll'CS 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

I'ilis 

Number  killed 

Number  Inspected 

4, 2, HI) 
4,289 

80 

80 

1 

i 1 

18,477 

18,477 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

9 

8 

Carcases  of  whicb  some  ])art  or  or<fan 
was  condemned  . . 

572 

1 

805 

2,840 

Percentu<>e  of  number  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than  'rnbercnlosis 
and  Cysticerci 

1 3 . 34 

1 . 25 

4.80 

15.44 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Carcases  of  which  some  jjart  or  organ 
condemned 

I 

— 

— 

703 

Percentage  of  nnmher  inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

0 . 02 

— 

— 

418 

Cysticerci 

Carcases  of  which  some  ])art  or  organ 
condemned 

10 







Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

10 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  Totally  condemned  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  1 1 tons,  3 cwts. 


Other  Food  condemned 


Almonds  (Ground)  (Cartons)  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Apricots  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Beef 28-lhs. 

Beef,  Corned  (Tins)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 

Baked  Beans  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . .‘3 

Cream  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Fruit  Salad  (Tins) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . d 

(irapcfruit  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

(ioldcn  Syru))  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Ham  (Tins)  1 

Luncheon  Meat  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . 7 

Milk  (Tins) 6 

Mixed  Dried  Fruit  (Cartons)  . . . . . . . . 7|-lhs. 

Oraiiffcs  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S 

Peas  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 


u 


IVaches  (Tins) 
Pears  (I'ins) 
Pineapple  (Tins) 
Puddings  (Tins) 
Paspherries  (Tins) . 
.Sardines  ('Pins) 
.Stra\vl)erries  ('I'ins) 
.Soups  (Tins) 
.Spaghetti  (Tins) 
.Salmon  ('Pins) 

'Puna  Kish  (Tins)  . 
'Poinatoes  (Tins) 


1!) 


1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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In  two  eases  failure  of  eold  store  refrigerators  resulted  in  the  following 
frozen  goods  being  eondemned: 


1.  licef.  Lamb,  Pork  . . . . . . . . . . 8a-ll)s. 

2.  I/ivcr.  I/amh.  Pork,  Heef  . . . . . . . . ISO-jikts. 


Seizure  of  miseellaneoiis  foods: 

Meat  (Buteher's  Shop  closing  down)  . . . . . . l.'jSl-lhs. 

Several  instanecs  of  foreign  bodies  in  food  were  investigated.  In  all  eases 
it  appeared  that  the  manufaeturers  had  taken  all  possible  stejis  to  ])revcnt  such 
incidents,  and  woidd  continue  to  do  so. 


Food  Hygiene 

'Phe  following  table  shows  the  number  of  food  premises  and  \ isits  made. 


Xo.  in 

XiDnber  of 

Pirni  i.scs 

Negistrr 

Inspections 

Ucinspections 

Markets  and  (Jener.-d 

P'ood  Premises 

.•3S!> 

t.Sl 

18!) 

Food  Pri'paring  Premises 

.Sausage,  etc. 

20 ) 

75 

2 

Canteens  and  Cafes 

57  1 

P’ish  P'riers 

28 

2-t 

— 

lee  Cream  Manufaeiiirers 

. . 5 

84- 

8 

Lieensc'd  Premises 

171 

81 

91 

Food  Whieles 

no  record 

80 

9 

20.S  letters  were  sent  to  food  traders  drawing  attention  to  failure  to  comply 
with  the  Hygiene  Pegulations.  'Plu'se  resnited  in  the  following  items  being 


, r~i  r~> 

attend(‘d  to: 

Rooms  cleaned  or  I'cpaired  . . . . KXi 

Storage  aeeommodation  improved  . . . . . . . . . . a 

Hot  water  and  eold  water  ]irovided  . . . . . . . . . . 2(i 

Wash-basins  and  sinks  pro\  ided  . . . . . . . . . . 2+ 

Kirst-aid  kits  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . .) 

.\otie(‘s  e.xhibited  . . . . . . . . -H 

.Miseellaneoiis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 


Legal  Proceedings 

Iief»'al  Proceediiijyfs 
Name 

]\lr.  .1.  K.  Lynch 

(Talbot  Inn) 

Matthews  (Leys  Stores) 
and  Bradfords  Bakery. 

Ice  Cream 


were  taken  in  two  eases; 
Keason 

Dirty  equipment, 
food  rooms  and  unfit 
food. 

Mouldy  Apple  Turn- 
over. 


Result  of  Proeeediags 

Fined  £55  and  twelve 
{Tiiineas  costs. 

Bradfords  fined-£l()  with 
seven  guineas  costs  plus 
Mrs.  Matthews’  costs. 


71  Samples  were  submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test.  12  results  were 
unsatisfactory. 


Type 

No.  of 
Samples 
Submitted 

GRADES 

of  Mix 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Produced  within 
the 

Urban  District 

Heat  Treated 

27 

19 

' 

1 

6 

Complete  Cold 

-1 

4 



— 

— 

Produced  outside 

Heat  Treated 

40 

35 

— 

2 

3 

TOTAL 

71 

58 

1 

3 

9 

Seven  samples  were  taken  from  the  production  line  at  a factory  in  the 
course  of  an  investigation  into  Methylene  Blue  Test  failures.  The  samples  were 
satisfactory  showing  that  plant  sterilisation  and  cleaning  techniques  had  been 
brought  up  to  standard. 

It  is  again  necessary  to  comment  that  soft  ice  cream  vending  machines  on 
vehicles  tend  to  give  trouble  more  frequently.  It  is  time  the  trade  remedied 
this  state  of  affairs.  Greater  legal  control  of  such  vehicles  would  be  of  assistance. 


Section  16 

Tliere  are  253  premises  on  the  register: 

Ice-Cream  Factories  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Ice-Cream  Shojjs  . . . . . . . . 205 

Sausage,  etc.,  factories  . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Fish  Friers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 


MILK 

All  licences  issued  cover  five  years  to  December,  1965. 
Samples  were  taken  regularly. 

Table  V gives  details  of  all  milk  samples  taken. 
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TAULK  V 

MILK  SAMPLING- 

RESULTS  OF  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION,  1963 


Designation 
under  zvhieli 
sold 

Total 
So.  of 
Samples 

Melinite  ne 
nine 

Test 

Fliospluitase 

Test 

Turhidilij 

Test 

Pass 

Fail 

Pass 

Fail 

Pass 

Fail 

'I'.'r.  Pasteurised 

42 

41 

1 

30 

— 

— 

— 

Pasteurised 

-47 

47 

— 

47 

— 

— 

Sterilised  . . 

23 

- - 

23 

-- - 

TOTAI 

112 

S8 

1 

S3 

— 

23 

— 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

Work  on  noise  abatement  eontinucd  vvliolly  l)y  informal  action.  The 
absence  of  a legal  decibel  standard  encourages  this  policy. 

Six  enquiries  were  received  and  twenty-five  visits  and  eight  revisits  were 

made. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948 


Premises 

Number 

in 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Occzipiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories — 

With  Mechanical  Power 

29S 

74 

Nil 

Without  Mechanical  Power 

3S 

7 

Nil 

Total  . . 

330 

SI 

Nil 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


\utiiber  of  Defects 

A’wwfcer  of 
offences  in 
respect  of 
ivliich  Prose- 
cutions xcerc 
Instituted 

Pnriicuinrs 

P'nuiifl 

liemeriicd 

Deferred 
to  II. M. 
Inspector 

Deferred 
bp  II.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

!) 

10 







Inadequate  ventilation 
.Sanitary  Conveniences: 

(> 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Insullicient 

4 

1 

— 

2 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective  . . 

a 

7 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes  . . 
Other  offences  against  the  .\ct 
(not  including  offences  re- 

1 

lating  to  Outwork) 

2 

2 

— 

- — 

— 

Total 

25 

21 

— 

2 

— 

S Outworkers  lists  were  reeeivecl  notifying  (5  Outworkers. 

140  visits  and  1!)  revisits  were  made  to  faetories  and  outworker  premises. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


The  free  service  to  liouscliolders  was  eontinuecl  hut  less  infestations  were 
rei)ortecl.  180  dwelling  houses  and  06  Inisiness  premises  were  treated  for  minor 
infestations. 

Full  details  of  the  work  are  reproduced  from  the  annual  return  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture.  Fisheries  and  Food. 

A treatment  of  the  Couneil's  sewers  was  carried  out. 


TYPE  OF  PliOPKHTY 


Xon-Agricutluml 


Local 

.liithoritii 

DiccUing 

Houses 

(including 

Council 

Houses) 

All 

Other 

(including 

Business 

Premises) 

Total 

Number  of  properties  in  Local  Autlior- 
ity's  District  . . 

9 

19,154 

2,404 

21 ,027 

-Number  of  properties  ius|iected  as  a 
result  of: 

Notilication 

•230 

2:io 

Survev 

:} 

4 

52 

59 

Otherwise 

“ - 

750 

580 

1,330 

Total  inspections  carried  out  including 
re-inspection  . . 

34 

1001 

882 

1,917 

Number  of  properties  inspected  which 
were  found  to  be  infested  by: 

Rats — Minor 

3 

149 

^80 

288 

Mice — Minor 

— 

31 

10 

41 

Number  of  infested  ])roj)crties  treated 
by  the  L.A. 

3 

180 

90 

279 

Total  treatments  carried  out  including 
re-treatments  . . 

28 

505 

508 

1.101 

.\ssistance  was  given  to  Amhlecote  U.D.C.  when  requested. 

SHOPS  ACT 

Details  of  the  shop  pretiiises  on  the  register  are  as  follows: 

Food  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88!» 

Cafes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Other  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 270 

Licensed  Premi.ses  . . . . . . . . 171 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Xunihor  oi'  licensed  premises  . . 


RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 
Premises  reoistered  under  this  Act.  . . 


PETROLEUM  ACTS,  1928—1936 

Premises  licensed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 91 

Total  storafre  (gallons)  . . . . . . 161,930 

Fees  . . £72  5s.  Od. 

3 new  tanks  with  a gallonage  of  2.100  were  satisfactorily  installed. 
Fees  received  £l  15s.  Od. 

Petroilers 

Premises  Licensed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Total  Storage  (Gallons)  . . . . . . 13<S.t 

Fees  . . . . . . . . . . . . £2  10s.  Od. 

3 new  petroilers  with  a gallonage  of  38  were  satisfactoi’ily  installed. 
Fees  received  15s.  Od. 

26  visits  and  156  revisits  were  made  to  filling  stations  and  petroleum  stores. 

Legal  Proceedings 

Legal  Proceedings  were  instituted  against  one  firm  for  storing  petroleum 
mixtures  without  a lieence.  A fine  of  £15  Os.  Od.  with  £33  12s.  Od.  costs  (in- 
cluded Analyst's  costs)  were  imposed. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

This  section  of  the  Report  relates  to  the  year  ended  31st  .March,  1964.. 

Staff 


Student  Public  Cleansing  Inspector  . . 

1 

Foreman 

1 

Male  Em})loyecs 

-17 

Female  Employees  . . 

5 

These  are  employed  as  follows: 

Male 

b'emtile 

Refuse  Collection 

27 

— 

Refuse  Disposal 

1 

— 

Salvage 

3 

5 

Street  Cleansing 

10 

— 

(iullies  and  Cesspools 

— 

Depot,  Drains,  Public:  Conveniences 
Rodent  Control  . . 

4 

47 


'I'lie  miinhcr  of  woi-kiii^  days  lost  by  all  finployoes,  throuf^li  sickness  or 
injuries  was  (Jtj'i. 

WorknuMi  eniploved  on  street  eleansiny  act  as  reli(‘r  rel'iisc  eollcetors  when 
re(|uired. 

'I'lie  vehielcs  available  in  the  De])artnicnt  arc  listed  below: 

Registration 

Xa.  Vehicle  Year 


SUE 

742 

S A'  D Freighter  (side  loader) 

1949 

VRF 

485 

S & D Fore  and  Aft  Tipper 

1 953 

•258 

ARE 

S A'  D Fore  and  Aft  Tipper 

1953 

407 

ERF 

S & D Fore  and  Aft  Tipper 

1955 

*306 

TRF 

S & D Fore  and  Aft  Tipper 

1958 

*DRF 

64 

S & D Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  (Bulk  Container  Loader)  . . 

1960 

*138 

DRF 

S & D Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  (Bulk  Container  Loader)  . . 

1962 

*DRF 

709B 

S c'L'  D Pakamatie  with  Zoller  Shutter  . . 

1 964 

*9722 

RE 

S ck  D Gully  Cesspool  Emptier  . . 

1 960 

*401 

KRE 

Bedford-Laere  Mechanical  Road  Sweeper 

1956 

*1!) 

TRE 

Bedford-Iiacre  Mechanical  Road  Sweeper 

1957 

*1263 

RF 

Bedford-Laere  Mechanical  Road  Sweeper 

1960 

*9411 

E 

Austin  (4  eu.  yd.  side  loader)  Street  Cleansing 

1959 

FRE 

607B 

.\ustin  Pick-up  A60 

1964 

318 

JRF 

Morris  Van  (waste  jiaper  collection) 

1956 

*940 

.JBF 

.Vustin  Van  (waste  paper  collection) 

1962 

*941 

.TBF 

.\ustin  Van  (waste  paper  collection) 

1962 

948 

LBF 

Austin  A6()  Van  (Foreman) 

1 963 

9701 

RF 

Austin  A55  Van  (Rodent  Operative.  Disinfection) 

1 960 

Bray  Loader  (4-whecl  drive)  (Tip) 

1958 

83 

RRE 

Austin  Omni-\'an  (public  conveniences  and  bin  delivery) 

1957 

387 

C’RF 

Austin  2-ton  Lorry 

1954 

* Denotes  Diesel  Engine 

Refuse  Collection 


Interest  in  this  department  has  centred  on  the  introdiietion  of  the  Shelvoke 
and  Drewry  35-ciibie  yard  Pakaniatie  Refuse  Vehicle  fitted  with  the  compressed 
air  operated  mechanical  dustless  loading  zoller  shutter.  It  is  pleasing  to  report 
that  this  venture  has  ]:)roved  very  worthwhile  and  very  satisfaetory  in  opera- 
tion. easing  considerably  the  lifting  strain  normally  met  by  the  loaders. 

.\  lightweight  hinged  lid  bin  was  purchased  and  supplied  to  householders 
in  place  of  the  normal  bin.  The  effect  of  this  is  that  bins  cannot  now  be  brought 
out  and  left  standing  in  the  street  without  lids.  It  has  also  been  found  that  the 
bins  retain  their  shape  by  not  being  subject  to  rough  handling  or  banging  on 
the  loading  rail  of  a vehicle. 

Ry  special  request  the  Zoller  Shutter  was  fitted  at  an  angle  inclined  towards 
the  nearside.  This  makes  it  practicable  for  a salvage  trailer  to  be  used  with  the 
vehicle  so  that  the  men  can  collect  cartons,  etc.,  with  other  salvage.  This  has 
enabled  a satisfactory  service  to  be  given  to  most  householders  by  one  ‘i-^-eubic 
foot  ea])aeity  bin. 
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'Tlu'  whole  a})j)ear:iiu‘o  of  tlie  o])(‘ration  ol'  fcl'usc  collection  has  been  round 
to  he  much  improved,  little  or  no  rcruse  l)ein<i'  exposed  to  i)ul)lie  view  dnrinif 
the  loadino'  ojieration  or  while  in  the  vehicle. 

(u'cat  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  T.  Waterlield,  Cleansing  and  Transport  Foreman 
for  the  smooth  manner  with  which  he  dealt  with  the  details  of  organisation  in 
putting  the  new  machine  to  work. 

The  use  of  l|-eubie  yard  coutainers  at  maisonettes  and  trade  premises  was 
extended  and  proved  highly  satisfactory.  The  introduction  of  salvage  trailers 
has  been  extended  and  has  enabled  better  bonus  payments  to  be  made  to  the 
eollcctors  and  eased  the  problem  of  dealing  with  bulky  cartons  and  paper  which 
seems  to  arise  on  new  housing  estates  and  smoke  control  areas.  Provision  was 
made  in  the  estimates  for  the  purchase  of  additional  trailers  during  1964. 

Shops  and  factories  are  served  by  a separate  collection  by  three  vans. 
This  yielded  644  tons  making  a total  of  777  tons  of  waste  paper  sent  to  the  mills. 

Refuse  Disposal 

The  Leys  Tip  continued  to  receive  all  house  and  trade  refuse  which  was 
tipped  and  covered  in  accordance  with  controlled  tipping  practice.  All  levelling 
and  covering  was  performed  by  a Bray  Loader. 

Some  difficulty  was  experienced  due  to  the  fact  that  tipping  was  at  a 
higher  level  (due  to  the  gradual  filling  of  the  tipping  space)  and  that  refuse 
now  contains  more  paper  and  lightweight  materials  easily  blown  away  by  the 
w'ind.  This  is  a problem  faced  by  many  Authorities.  If  the  position  worsens, 
it  may  be  necessary  to  consider  treating  the  refuse  mechanically  before  tipping. 

153  tons  of  ferrous  metals  were  extracted  from  the  refuse  by  the  electro 
magnet,  fitted  to  the  Bray  Loader.  This  was  sold  for  £895. 

The  salvage  was  baled  by  women  using  electric  vertical  box  presses. 
Output  is  stimulated  by  bonus  schemes. 

The  endeavour  to  increase  the  reserves  of  tipping  space  by  selling  some  of 
the  old  slag  and  ash  mounds  from  the  lower  end  of  The  Leys  Tip  continued. 
An  income  of  £2,491  accrued  from  this  resulting  in  an  overall  reduction  in  the 
cost  of  the  service. 

The  total  tonnage  ot  all  refuse  was 

House  Refuse.  . 

'I'radc  . . 


11.934 

535 

- 12.469 


Boat!  Sweepings 


15.246  Tons 


4it 


Salvage  Income 

'I'm  IS 

r 

Paper 

777 

6.603 

Paled  Tins 

153 

895 

Metals 

18 

50 

.Slag 

..2  1. 906 

2. 190 

Miseellaneons 

5 

16 

25.859 

£10.054 

COST 

STATEMENT  TO  THE  31st  MARCH,  1964 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  and  Trade  Refuse  and  Salvage 


Particulars 

Collection 

Disposal  j 

Total 

Revenue  Account — 

! I 

! 

Gross  Expenditure — 

£ i 

£ 

£ 

Labour  . . 

24137 

3179 

27316 

Transport 

1 16203 

3904 

20107 

Plant,  equipment,  land  and  buildings* 

[ 9810 

3315 

1 13125 

Other  items 

— 

i 

i 

Total 

50150 

10398 

1 

60518 

Gross  Income  . . 

! 503 

104901 

1 0993 

Net  Cost 

49647 

Cr.  92 

49555 

1 

Unit  Costs — 

s.  d. 

s.  ,1. 

' s.  d. 

Gross  cost  per  ton — labour  onlv 

36  5 

4 10 

41  3 

Gross  cost  per  ton  transport  only  . . 

24  6 

5 11 

30  5 

Net  cost  per  ton"^  . . . . . J 

1 

' 74  11  1 

1 1 

Cr.  1 

74  10 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Net  cost  per  1.000  population* 

848 

Cr.  2 

846 

Net  cost  per  1.000  premises* 

2137  1 

Cr.  4 

2433 

t Tiicludcs  £2,4'')1  for  sale  of  slag. 

* The  cost  of  })roviding  dustbins,  i.c.  £a,.’35tt  is  ineludcd  in  Plant,  etc.,  and 
represents  8s.  Od.  jicr  ton,  £92  ])er  1 .000  population  and  £263  ]icr  1 .000  jiremiscs 
of  the  Net  Unit  Costs. 


OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS 

-Area 

Population  at  30th  .June,  1!H;3 
Total  refuse  eollceted  actual 
Weight  per  1.000  po|)nlation  per  day 


5,851  acres 
.58,550 
13.246  tons 
1 2 ewts. 


.■)(! 


Number  oC  premises  . . . . . . . . . . 20,30!) 

Average  luuil  . . . . . . . . , . . . 2.25  miles 

Kreipienev  of  eolleetioii  . . . . . . weekly 

Kerbside  eolleetion  (percentage  of  total  eolleetioii)  . . Nil 

Total  refuse  disposed  of  . . . . . . . . 13,24-()tons 

Method  of  dis|iosal  -controlled  tijiping  . . . . . . M)0% 

Rateable  Value  . . . . . . . . . . £2.529,(571 

Product  of  Id.  rate  . . . . . . . . . . £10,2(55 

Rate  in  £ (Collection  and  Disfiosal)  . . . . . . . . 5d. 


Street  Cleansing 

The  mechanical  sweepers  continued  to  give  good  service  and  undoubtcilly 
lierformed  yeoman  work  in  clearing  up  the  aftermath  of  the  great  freeze 
Januarv/IMareh.  1963.  Reeords  show  that  a l.OOO-tons  extra  weight  of  grit  was 
eolleeted.  No  doubt  mueh  hard  work  was  ]jerformed  by  the  Highways  Depart- 
ment Workmen  in  spreading  it  on  the  roads  in  the  early  morning,  hut  in  this 
ease,  what  goes  down  must  be  got  up.  Inereased  use  of  salt  w'ithout  grit  would 
ease  the  problem. 

The  litter  problem  has  still  to  be  dealt  with  although  145  litter  bins  are 
placed  in  various  parts  of  the  distriet.  The  “Hying  squad”  vehiele  services 
litter  bins  and  the  various  known  bad  spots.  In  order  to  improve  conditions 
provision  was  made  in  the  estimates  for  two  additional  men  to  be  employed 
for  hand  sweeping  at  shopping  eentres.  There  will  then  be  one  man  at  Quarry 
Bank,  Brierley  Hill,  Wordsley,  Kingswinford,  Wallhcath  and  Pensnett.  A 
“litter  snatcher”  was  purchased  to  pick  up  litter  from  footpaths,  ('ontrol  of 
weeds  by  the  use  of  w eed  killer  w^as  continued. 

Details  of  the  wmrk  of  the  vehicles  is  as  follows: 


Number 
of  Loads 

Weight 

Tons 

Working 

Days 

No.  1 Bedford  Lacre  vSweeper 

312 

72(5 

180 

No.  2 Bedford  Lacrc  Sweeper 

245 

58(5 

136 

No.  3 Bedford  Laere  Swcepei' 

38!) 

1()!)1 

238 

Street  sweepings  moved  bv  other 

94(5 

2403 

554* 

vehicles 

488 

374 

-- 

4'otal 

1434 

2777 

554 

Gully  Cesspool  Emptying 

Tlic  number  of  gullies  eoutiuued  to  rise,  and  iu  order  to  increase  the  work 
done  with  the  one  luaehiuc  available,  a bonus  sebeme  was  introduced.  The  I'nll 
elVeet  of  this  will  not  be  felt  until  the  succeeding  year,  but  the  indications  are 
that  an  adetpiatc  frc(|ueney  of  cleansing  will  be  attained. 

Cesspool  emptying  continued  as  in  the  previous  year.  This  is  work  which 
can  only  be  reduced  by  an  extension  of  the  sewerage  system  to  some  imscwercd 
areas  where  factory  dcvelo})ment  has  occurred. 

78  cesspools  necessitated  ‘288  cleansings. 

()8()  loads  were  removTd  at  a cost  of  £1,1  lb  Os.  Od. 


COST  STATEMENT,  1963-1964 


Particulars 

1 

i Street  Srveepiii^ 
(uid  Watering 

1 

i Street 

Gully  Cleansing 

Total 

Revenue  Account  - 
Gross  I^lxpenditure  — 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Ijabour 

4321  i 

442 

4763 

Transport  . . 

1 6564 

913 

7477 

Plant,  equipment,  build-  ' 
ing,  etc. 

1 

162 

■ 

95 

257 

Other  items 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . . . . . . 1 

1 11047 

1450 

12497 

Unit  Costs — i 

; £ 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Net  cost  per  street  mile 
cleansed 

1 

121 

— 

Net  cost  per  1,000  gullies 

£ 

£ 1 

: £ 

cleansed 

1 

1 

i 175  ; 

1 

Net  cost  per  1,000  popula- 
tion 

1 

1 

189 

1 

1 I 

j 24  > 

213 

OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS 

Mileage  of  streets  cleansed  . . 

Frecpiency  of  cleansing — 

At  least  once  daily 

Three  to  five  times  weekly 

Twice  weekly 

Once  weekly 

Less  than  once  weekly  . . 

Number  of  street  gullies  cleansed  . . 

Number  of  gully  cleansings  . . 

IVeight  of  street  and  gully  refuse  . . 


01 


4."' 
* , o 

''  0 


, o 


12° 

«b°o 

•t% 

:i.082 
8.287 
8.800  tons 


Vehicle  Repairs 


'Flic  majority  of  this  work  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour.  A working 
I'orcman  mechanic,  two  experienced  meehanics,  a grea.scr  and  an  ap))rentice 
lieing  employed. 

.VII  Council  vehicles  and  mobile  plant  arc  serviced  and  inspectc'd  rcgularl\ . 
'Flic  list  of  vehicles  of  other  departments  is  as  folllows: 


Buildings,  Housing  and  Maintenance  Department 

liegistration 

No.  Vehicle 


EBF  570 

Austin  152  Van 

EBF  1 88 

Austin  Platform  Truck 

FBF  142 

Austin  Platform  Truck 

FBF  143 

Austin  Platform  Truck 

FBF  144 

Austin  Platform  Truck 

BIIF612A 

Austin  J-2  Van 

VBF  75 

Austin  3-ton 

Highways  Department 

722  FRE 

Austin  2-ton  Lorry 

755  URE 

Austin  2-ton  Lorry 

932  SRF 

Austin  Van 

1779  RE 

Vibrator  Roller 

*380  HRF 

*Traxca^'ator 

Green  Road  Roller 

WRE  752 

S & D Gully  Cesspool  Em])tier 

9997  RF 

Austin  5-ton  I^orry 

RBF  694 

Austin  3-tnn  Lorry 

196  LBF 

Austin  7 Mini-Van 

CRE  339 A 

Austin  A60  Van 

37  WBF 

Trench  Digging  Machine 

Parks  Department 

6211  E 

Austin  2-ton  Lorry 

1335  RE 

Ferguson  Tractor 

MBF  367 

Austin  152  Platform  Truck  . . 

.1.96  DBF 

Ferguson  Tractor 

816  NBF 

Ferguson  Tractor 

87  HBF 

.Austin  .\60  Piek-1  p . . 

Farm 

*411  ARE 

Forel  5-ton  Lorry 

*VBF  54 

Ferguson  Tractor 

*729  'I’BF 

F’erguson  'Fractor 

y ear 

1!)61 

1961 

1961 

1961 

1961 
1966 

1 962 


1955 

1958 
1957 

1959 

1960 
1955 
1951 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 
1 963 


1 958 

1959 

1961 

1 962 
1 963 

1 963 


1953 
1 962 
1 9(i3 


* Denotes  Diesel  Engine's 


Library 


HBK  212 

Austin  7 Minivan 

1060 

MXO  586 

Humber  Pullman  (Chairman) 

1052 

170  GBF 

Morris  Oxford  (Farm  Manager) 

1 062 

FRK606B 

Austin  A40  Van  (Housing  Welfare) . . 

1 064 

Plant 

4 Concrete  Mixers 

1 Mortar  Mixer 

2 Compressors 

1 Litta  Snatcher 


."J2  Motor  Mowers 
2 Allan  Motor  Scythes 
1 Lister  Stationary  Engine 
1 Water  Pump 
1 Weed  Spraying  Machine 
T Steam  Cleaner 


OTHER  SERVICES 

Pail  Closets 

There  are  30  pail  closets — these  are  emptied  weekly. 

Ashpits 

Only  2 remain.  These  should  go  out  of  use  next  year. 


Public  Conveniences 

The  following  e'onveniences  are  cleansed  daily. 


Round  Oak,  Brierley  Hill 

Male 

Hill  Street,  Brierley  Hill  . . 

Male  and  Female 

Church  Street,  Brierley  Hill 

Male  and  Female 

Cottage  Street,  Brierley  Hill 

Male  and  Female 

Mill  Street.  Brierley  Hill  . . 

Male 

High  Street.  Quarry  Bank 

Male  and  Female 

High  Street,  Brockmoor  . . 

Male  and  Female 

The  Coppice,  High  Street.  Pensnett 

Male  and  Female 

High  Street,  Pensnett 

Male  and  F emale 

High  Street,  Kingswinford 

Male  and  Female 

Enville  Road,  Wallheath  . . 

Male  and  Female 

Lawnswood  Road,  Wordsley 

Male  and  Female 

High  Street.  Wordsley 

Male 

Civic  Buildings.  Car  Park,  Brierley  Hill 

Male  and  Female 

Part  time  attendants  wei-e  engaged  to  look  after  the  public  conveniences 
at  the  Civic  Buildings,  and  improved  cleanliness  has  resulted.  I have  to  report, 
however,  that  the  hand  washing  facilities  which  included  hot  and  cold  water 
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and  warm  air  hand  drying'  have  snll'erc'd  from  \ andali.sm.  In  \ ic\v  of  tlic  public 
tlemand  and  the  undoubted  desirability  of  providing  these  services,  alternative 
methods  will  need  to  be  found.  In  the  meantime,  maintenance  of  the  existing 
faeilitics  presents  a difheult  ju’oblem. 


(’.  H.  ClIAWFORD. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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